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IPS 60O series is even faster. Just how much
we will leave to be discovered on your test
drive but suffice to say, the Fjord 40 open is
quick, very nimble and superbly stable. There
are only a couple of boats | would put in the
same category of handling and performance
as the Fjord however the sheer exhilaration
and satisfaction gained from driving the
Fjord is second to none. It just feels so stable
and has power to burn. This boat would be as
safe as a house offshore with its self draining
decks, optional stainless steel transom rail
and remarkable buoyancy and stability.

At the helm, the skipper has a host of
analogue gauges to monitor the IPS power
plant's performance including rudder
indicator and sumlog. The Raymarine
instrumentation and VHF radio are waorld
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class and pride of place on the dash is the
proven E120. The Fjord 40 has the responsive
Volvo electronic throttles and of course, the
IPS joystick which, the mare | use, the more |
fully appreciate its manoeuvrability and
docking capabilities.

In addition to the sporty dash, sports
steering wheel and full instrumentation, a
Plastimo offshore compass is mounted in the
skipper's direct line of sight on the saloon
roof.

Th subtle but obvious changes to the cockpit
and dash are a definite improvement and
obviously impressed the European Power
Boat of the Year judges. Moving the throttles
to the starboard side of the dash is a definite
improvement and allows the skipper more

control rather than relying on a throttle
mann.

Below deck, the changes made to the Fjord
40 Mark |l have definitely made the cruiser a
true weekender with no real reason to doubt
the Mark IlI's application for longer
liveaboard periods.

The step-down sump has been retained in
front of the acrylic sliding hatch and once
below, the saloon exhibits true apartment
style gualities. Owners can choose from
either mahogany or American cherrywood
but whichever timber is used, the result is a
rich, warm yet spacious saloon on what is,
ostensively, a low profile boat. The hull depth
obviously contributes to the internal space
but due credit to Hanse's interior designer -






